
As we draw near the date to approach City Council to issue $35 million
in bonds to fulfill the request from voters for an upgraded library system, we
are again asking for the input of the public. On Thursday, February 28 at
6:30 p.m. at Expo Gardens in the Youth Building our site selection architect
will show the information they have gathered. This meeting is another step
in what has been a long, but transparent and public process, throughout the
past two years.

The City Council asked the Library Board of Trustees to conduct a
study of the entire Peoria Public Library system. The process was completed
with the input of many citizens through surveys and focus groups.  Our
consultants combined that information with the factual information about
the current library staffing and physical plant as well as the city itself and
prepared a recommendation. Again the public was invited to comment on
that recommendation and changes were made to the plan to reflect public
opinion.

The City Council asked that the Library Board take the issue before the
citizens through a referendum. This was done last April and received an
overwhelming 72% positive vote from the people of Peoria.  Then, again
undertaking the wishes of the City Council, the Library Board conducted an
open search process for architects to conduct the site selection process for a
North Branch as well as to evaluate what was needed in the other buildings,
a process called a building plan. 

Now we are again at the point of making decisions from the various
recommendations.  The meeting on February 28 is very important and the
best opportunity for people to hear the information that has been gathered
about a north branch location. It is your opportunity to provide input before
the architects prepare their final report and present a recommendation to
the Library Board of Trustees.

The Board will receive a draft plan on March 18 and will have the time
until April 15 to continue to educate the City Council and the citizens.  On
April 22, your City Council will finally vote whether or not to issue $35
million in bonds to bring our Peoria library service up to today’s standard.
Help us make the best possible use of your tax dollars by creating an efficient
and effective modern information service. Join us on February 28 and again
on April 22 at City Council.

Edward M. Szynaka
Library Director

Director’s Message “Mid-Century Peoria” 
On Display in March

A new exhibit will run throughout the month
of March at Peoria Public Library Main Street
Branch. The exhibit was inspired by a donation of
the scrapbooks from the Peoria Jaycees.
Scrapbooks on Jaycee activities were kept for a
number of decades starting in the 1940s. Last
year those scrapbooks were donated to the Peoria
Public Library local history collection. The
scrapbooks have been gleaned for material
relevant to Peoria history and will be on display in
the month of March on the second floor of the
Peoria Public Library. The exhibit is free and
open to the public during regular library hours.

ALL locations of the Peoria Public Library 
will open at NOON on 
Thursday, March 27

so that our staff may better serve you by attending training.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Lakeview Branch
will be CLOSED
on the following 

date for the 
Easter Holiday:

Sunday, March 23 
The branch will 
resume regular 

hours on 
Monday, March 24, 2008.



April Book Clubs At Peoria Public Library

Book ‘Em Mystery Book Club will meet on
Sunday, April 20 at the Lakeview Branch Library at 2:00 p.m.
to discuss Fire Sale by Sara Paretsky. A nagging conscience
makes V.I. Warshawski agree to fill in as coach for the girls’
basketball team at her South Side alma mater - which in turn
leads her to the headquarters of By-Smart, the global retail
empire where V.I. hopes to get some desperately needed funds
for the struggling squad. But conscience seems to be in short
supply at By-Smart...with the exception of Billy Bysen. He’s the
earnest teenage grandson of the chain’s gruff, tight-fisted
founder. And when Billy disappears-along with a mysterious
document much desired by By-Smart’s management team, V.I.
is hurled onto a twisted, body-strewn path that runs through
Chicago’s dirtiest places, and reveals some of its dirtiest secrets.

Club Read meets on Wednesday, April 23 at 6:30 p.m.
at Lakeview Branch Library to discuss The Measure of a Man: A
Spiritual Autobiography by Sidney Portier. “I have no wish to
play the pontificating fool, pretending that I’ve suddenly come
up with the answers to all life’s questions. Quite the contrary, I
began this book as an exploration, an exercise in self-questing.
In other words, I wanted to find out, as I looked back at a long
and complicated life, with many twists and turns, how well I’ve
done at measuring up to the values I myself have set.”
—Sidney Poitier 

In this luminous memoir, a true American icon looks back
on his celebrated life and career. His body of work is arguably
the most morally significant in cinematic history, and the
power and influence of that work are indicative of the character
of the man behind the many storied roles. Sidney Poitier here
explores these elements of character and personal values to take
his own measure—as a man, as a husband and a father, and as
an actor. 

Poitier was uncompromising as he pursued a personal and
public life that would honor his upbringing and the invaluable
legacy of his parents. 

Here is Poitier’s own introspective look at what has
informed his performances and his life. Poitier explores the
nature of sacrifice and commitment, price and humility, rage
and forgiveness, and paying the price for artistic integrity. What
emerges is a picture of a man in the face of limits—his own and
the world’s. A triumph of the spirit, The Measure of a Man
captures the essential Poitier. 

The Read On Book Club will meet at Lincoln
Branch Library on Tuesday, April 29 at 5:30 p.m. to discuss Sin
No More by Kimberla Lawson Roby. A man who once thrived
on wickedness and counted on forgiveness, Curtis Black has
changed his ways. Back in the heart of his congregation and his
family, he will no longer stray from the beaten path. Or so he’s
promised his long-suffering wife, Charlotte. 

But the sins of the past have strange ways of coming to
light. First, Curtis’s former mistress shows up with their newborn
baby daughter and insists that Curtis be a part of their lives.
Charlotte has forbidden her husband to have anything to do
with them, but the trouble is, Curtis’s newfound conscience is
leading him to have uncomfortable thoughts of responsibility. 

Also, the interim pastor who took over while Curtis was on
a book tour is threatening blackmail. He’s gotten too used to life
at the pulpit and will do everything in his power to stay there. 

Meanwhile, Charlotte has her own previous transgressions
to deal with. The man who claims to be her son’s biological
father has turned up and wants to make amends for the past
thirteen years. If Charlotte gives in to his increasing requests,
she may lose the only child she has left. 

However, Curtis and Charlotte have been through too
much together to give up now. They must work harder than
ever to save their family, their marriage, and their souls. 

Sci-Fi/Fantasy Book Club meets on Monday, 
April 14 at 7:00 p.m. at Peoria Public Library Main Street
Branch to discuss Cold Cash War by Robert Asprin. After the
Russo-Chinese war the world’s conglomerates have decided that
competition for markets is wasteful and expensive, so regulated
warfare is instigated to determine who will be the economic
“winner.”  Armies, equipped with computerized kill suits and
dummy weapons act out sophisticated war games.  Then people
start getting killed.

A Little Romance meets at Lakeview Branch Library
on Sunday, April 6 at 2:00 p.m. to discuss Robyn Carr’s Virgin
River. Melinda Monroe, nurse/midwife leaves behind the big city
to start a new life in a small town in the California backwoods.
This first book in Virgin River series was selected by the
American Library Association Booklist Reviews as one of the
top ten romances of 2007.

Lakeview’s Leaky Cauldron will meet on
Wednesday, March 26 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Lakeview
Branch Library to discuss Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince.
This book discussion is for all ages. Call 497-2200. 

April 1

Visit us at the
“Business
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Storytelling Festival
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Tell your oral history!
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The Big Read Peoria Read
Presents Final Events,
Prepares for 2009

An event-filled month of activities
revolving around Fahrenheit 451 by Ray
Bradbury draws to a close in the first week of
March as The Big Read, Peoria Reads holds its
grand finale event on Saturday, March 1.
“Become Your Favorite Book” is a chance for
all ages to show what book they would save if
the firemen of Fahrenheit 451 were coming to
burn the library. See www.peoriareads.org for
complete details or ask at any library desk.

If you’ve missed all the book discussions,
your last chance to discuss Fahrenheit 451 is at
Illinois Central College’s Travel Through
Literature program on March 4 at the I.C.C.
north campus. Professors from the college will
discuss Bradbury’s ground breaking work.

Interested in helping with Peoria Reads
2009? Call 497-2186.

Peoria Public Library
Celebrates National 
Women’s History Month 

It’s a
celebration of
Women’s
History every
day at Peoria
Public
Library with
our local
history
collection
containing
books by
Peorians as
well as
books
about
Peoria

women, our collection of
biographies and books on art and music.  This
March during Women’s History Month, be sure to
see the exhibit:  “Women’s Art : Women’s Vision”
at Peoria Public Library Main St. Branch on the
main floor.

“Women’s Art: Women’s Vision” is the
national theme for 2008 for Women’s History
month. Each year, March is designated as
National Women’s History Month to ensure that
the history of American women will be recognized
and celebrated in schools, workplaces, and
communities throughout the country. The stories
of women’s historic achievements present an
expanded view of the complexity and
contradiction of living a full and purposeful life. 

The knowledge of women’s history provides a
more expansive vision of what a woman can do.
This perspective can encourage girls and women
to think larger and bolder and can give boys and
men a fuller understanding of the female
experience.

More information about this national
observance is available at www.nwhp.org.

Become Your 
Favorite Book
Come dressed as your favorite book! Adults
will be asked to recite a favorite passage
from their book and children will come
dressed as a character from their favorite
book. Reception will follow.

Saturday, March 1 at 2:00 p.m.
Universalist Unitarian Church
3000 W Richwoods Blvd.,  Peoria

Grand Finale

Peoria Reads!



CALENDAR
March

of programs and events
See our calendar anytime at www.peoriapubliclibrary.org.

March 3
St. Patrick’s Day Gold Coin Contest
Main Street Branch – How lucky are
you? Can you guess how many gold bub-
ble gum coins the leprechaun has in his
pot o’ gold? Ages 5-14 may enter a guess
in the Youth Services Department. Ask
a librarian for an entry form at the desk.
The leprechaun will count his coins and
check the guesses to see who the lucky
winner is on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17.
497-2142.  FREE

March 4
Travels Through Literature presents a
panel discussion with Illinois Central
College instructors about Fahrenheit 451.
They will discuss the author's back-
ground, criticism of the novel, and the
novel itself. Each panelist will approach
the novel from a diverse and critical per-
spective. The panel will be moderated by
English instructor Paul Resnick.  
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

March 5, 12. 19, 26
Fun-Time Storytime – McClure Branch
Ages: 3-6 year olds.  
10:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.  497-2700.  FREE

March 5
Tiny Tots –  Main Street Branch
Children and caregivers enjoy lap-sit sto-
ries and songs. Ages 12-24 months.
10:00 a.m.-10:45 a.m.  497-2142.  FREE

March 5
4-H Extension Preschool Nutrition
Program – McClure Branch
Ages: 3-6 yr olds.  10:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.  
497-2700.  FREE

March 5
Reading Radar: Home School Book
Discussion – Lakeview Branch – Bull
Run by Paul Fleischman.  All students 
welcome.  4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.  
Call 497-2200.  FREE

March 1
St. Patrick’s Make-it/Take-it – McClure
Branch – Ages: PreK-6th grade.  
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  497-2700.  FREE

March 1
The Big Read: Peoria Reads Fahrenheit
451 presents "Become Your Favorite
Book" at the Universalist Unitarian
Church. In Fahrenheit 451 firemen burn
books and passionate readers memorize
books to preserve them. Which book
would you become? Adults will be asked
to recite a favorite passage from a book
and children are asked to come dressed
as a favorite character. A reception will
follow. The event is free and open to the
public.  2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m.

March 2
A Little Romance Book Discussion
Group meets at 2:00 p.m. at Lakeview
Branch Library to discuss Kiss of Midnight
by Lara Adrian (Tina St. John.)  Danger,
passion and vampires abound in this first
book of the best-selling Midnight Breed
series.  Call 497-2200 for more informa-
tion. New members are always welcome.

March 3, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18,
24, 25, 31
Project Next Generation – Lincoln
Branch Front & Center – Applications
are now being accepted for Project Next
Generation. This program is designed to
mentor and help student to expand their
technology skills, personal development,
and enhance student skills. Mentors
offer support, guidance, and encourage-
ment to all students involved. Students
in grades 4-8 will have a wonderful time
learning new technology and forming
lasting friendships. Grades 4-8.  
6:00 p.m.-7:45 p.m. Registration 
suggested. 497-2600.  FREE

March 6, 13, 20
Preschool Storytime a.m. – Lakeview
Branch – Storytime and crafts for ages
3-6.  10:30 a.m.-11:15 a.m.  Register in
person or call 497-2200. FREE

March 6, 13, 20
Preschool Storytime p.m. – Lakeview
Branch – Storytime and crafts for ages
3-6.  1:00 p.m.-1:45 p.m.  Register in
person or call 497-2200.  FREE

March 6, 13, 20, 27
Movie Day – South Side Branch – All
ages; under 6 with an adult.  
3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.  497-2300.  FREE

March 6
Afternoon at the Movies – RiverWest
Branch – Enjoy yourself and relax while
you watch a movie at the library. Plus,
enjoy a little popcorn!  
4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.  497-2080.  FREE

March 6, 13, 20, 27
Homework Assistance – Lincoln Branch
Front & Center – Need help with an
assignment and don’t know where to
turn? We’re here to help! Get quizzed
on an upcoming spelling test. Need
help writing or typing a book report?
Having problems with fractions and
division? Well, this is the place for
you! Grades K-6.  4:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Registration suggested.  497-2600.
FREE

March 7, 14, 21, 28
4-H – South Side Branch – Learn how
to make nutritious snacks and keep
yourself healthy. Ages 8 and up.  
3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m.  497-2300. FREE

March 7, 14, 21, 28
After-school 4-H – RiverWest Branch
Each meeting may include: Food,
Education, Kitchen Magic, Plant
Science, Fellowship, Fun, Food Safety,
or Tricks for Healthy Snacks. Ages 8
and up.  4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.  497-2080.
FREE

 



March calendar continued

March 8
Family Storytime: Dr. Seuss’s Birthday
Main Street Branch – It’s time for Family
Storytime! For children ages 1-6, but all
children are welcome to attend with an
adult. Join us for 45 minutes of stories,
songs, rhymes, fingerplays and more!
1:30 p.m.-2:00 p.m.  Please call 
497-2142. FREE

March 10
Tales for 2’s & 3’s – Main Street Branch
Children and caregivers enjoy stories,
songs and crafts.  Ages 2-3 years.  
10:00 a.m.-10:45 a.m.  497-2142.  FREE

March 10
St. Patrick’s Day Gold Coin Contest –
Main Street Branch – How lucky are
you? Can you guess how many gold bub-
ble gum coins the leprechaun has in his
pot o’ gold? Ages 5-14 may enter a guess
in the Youth Services Department. Ask a
librarian for an entry form at the desk.
The leprechaun will count his coins and
check the guesses to see who the lucky
winner is on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17.
497-2142.  FREE

March 10
Sci-Fi/Fantasy Book Club meets at 
7:00 p.m. at Peoria Public Library
Downtown Second Floor.  This month
we are reading Braided World by Kay
Kenyon. Come find out what you have
lost... Heeding this cryptic message from
deep space, the crew of the starship
Restoration journeys from Earth to a dis-
tant planet, hoping to find humanity's
lost genetic diversity. But can an alien
world harbor any remedies for Earth's
declining populations?

March 11
Healthy Living 101 – Lincoln Branch
Front & Center – By making healthy
decisions for your life, you can prevent
unwanted illnesses and add years to you
life. Learn to make healthy after-school
snacks that will satisfy your taste buds
and your appetite. Discover the best
exercises that will make you a lean,
mean, disease-fighting machine. Grades
5-8.  4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.  Registration
suggested.  497-2600.  FREE

March 11
Make it/Take it Craft – RiverWest
Branch – Come in and make a decorated
scrapbook page that you can be proud of.
Show off pictures of your friends and
family!  4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.  497-2080.
FREE

March 16
The Book 'Em Mystery Book Club will
met at 2:00 p.m. at Peoria Public
Library's Lakeview Branch. For informa-
tion call 497-2141.  New members are
always welcome.  This month's selection
is Echo Park by Michael Connelly.

March 17
St. Patrick’s Day Shamrock Wand Craft
Main Street Branch – Stop in before the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade and make a
Shamrock Wand to show your Irish 
spirit.  Ages 3-10.  9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
497-2142.  FREE

March 17
St. Patrick’s Day Gold Coin Contest
Main Street Branch – How lucky are
you? Can you guess how many gold bub-
ble gum coins the leprechaun has in his
pot o’ gold? Ages 5-14 may enter a guess
in the Youth Services Department. Ask a
librarian for an entry form at the desk.
The leprechaun will count his coins and
check the guesses to see who the lucky
winner is on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17.
497-2142.  FREE

March 18
Easter Storytime – Lincoln Branch
Easter is this weekend, so come listen to
some great Easter stories. We’ll make a
fun Easter craft that you can use to deco-
rate your home. All ages.  
10:00 a.m.- 10:45 a.m.  497-2600.  FREE

March 21
Easter Celebration – South Side Branch
Come celebrate Easter with us! Enjoy
cupcake decorating and a movie.  
2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.  Ages 6 and up.
497-2300.  FREE

March 22
Easter Make-it/Take-it – McClure
Branch – Ages: PreK-6th grade.  
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  497-2700.  FREE

March 24, 25, 26, 27, 28
Spring Break Kite Craft – Main Street
Branch – Color and decorate your own
kite, then take it home for a test fly!
While supplies last.  10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Ages 5-12. 497-2142.  FREE

March 25
Computer Class – RiverWest Branch
Junior High through High School stu-
dents are welcome to come learn how to
search educational websites on the
Internet. Registration suggested. Junior
High and High School students wel-
come.  4:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m.  497-2080.
FREE

March 25
Read On Book Club meets at Lincoln
Branch Library on the fourth Tuesday of
the month at 6:30 p.m.  For more infor-
mation please call 497-2600.  This
month we are reading: Slow Burn by
Brenda Jackson.

March 26
Talk About Good! Middle School Book
Discussion – Lakeview Branch – Night of
the Howling Dog by Graham Salisbury
All middle school students welcome.
4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.  Call 497-2200.
FREE

March 26
Join Club Read to read and discuss
recent fiction at Lakeview Branch
Library at 6:30 p.m. every fourth
Wednesday, January through October.
Call 497-2141.  New members always
welcome.  This month we are reading
Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen.

March 26
Lakeview’s Leaky Cauldron – Lakeview
Branch – Harry Potter and the Half-Blood
Prince, Chapters 7 thru 9  Book discus-
sion for all ages.  7:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Call 497-2200.  FREE

March 27
Library Opens Late – All branches of
Peoria Public Library will open at noon
today so that the staff can attend 
training in order to better serve you.

 




