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( July 1, 2008) - The Peoria Public Library Board of Trustees tonight voted unanimously to select property within Medina Plains Corporate Park as the site of the new North Branch Library.  Board President Mike McKenzie said the six-plus acre site west of Allen Road meets all the criteria laid out for a new North Branch facility.
“We’re delighted with this location,” said McKenzie.  “It’s the most cost-effective site, is easily accessible from northwest sections of the city, and offers the best potential to develop an attractive, park-like setting.  I’m particularly pleased that after all the work to get to this point, the decision of the Board is unanimous.”
The selection of a North Branch Library comes a week after the Peoria City Council approved a $28 million bond issue, less than what was originally proposed by the Library Board.  At the Council meeting, however, Board President McKenzie expressed confidence the Library Board could live with the reduced amount.    

McKenzie acknowledged that the decision was not an easy one.  “At the end, we had three high-quality properties to consider.  But through a diligent selection process following criteria developed through numerous public meetings, we believe we’ve come to the best decision for the residents of the City of Peoria.”
Also under consideration were the former Festival Foods store in North Point Shopping Center and a site at Sud Plaza Subdivision.   McKenzie expressed appreciation to these property owners for their work with the Board.  
“All the property owners we worked with went out of their way to provide the information we needed to move through our selection process.  We appreciate all their efforts, including – in each case -- their willingness to make a donation of a portion of the purchase price for the property.”   
McKenzie expects the bond proceeds to be available late summer.  Construction on the new branch – as well as other Library system upgrades and expansion – is not expected to begin until spring 2009.  
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